
Weather
Warm, partly 

sunny, high 98. 
Partly cloudy night, 

low 74. More 
weather, A4.
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Weak peso hurting both sides of the border 

Murphy Woodhouse Nogales International

Castro Swap Meet merchant Irma Gonzalez hangs up used clothing at her 
stall Friday morning. She said most of her customers are Mexican nationals look-
ing to resell her merchandise at Nogales, Sonora, tianguis.

By Murphy Woodhouse 

Nogales International 

Nogales, Sonora, resident 
Rosario Rodriguez was rooting 
through boxes of  used electron-
ics at the Castro Swap Meet off  
Baffert Drive in Nogales, Ari-
zona, Friday morning.

For years, Rodriguez has 
supplemented her family’s 
income by reselling used cloth-
ing, kitchen utensils and other 
goods purchased in the United 
States out of  her home on the 
weekend. However, with the 
U.S. dollar now selling at over 
16 Mexican pesos, up from less 
than 13 last summer, the busi-
ness model of  Rodriguez and 
many other Ambos Nogales res-
idents has fallen on hard times.

Before the exchange rate 

rose to its highest levels since 
the mid-1990s, Rodriguez said, 
she could make nearly $60 on a 
good weekend. Last weekend, 
she made around $25. 

Other vendors who work at 
the vast outdoor flea markets, 
or tianguis, in Nogales, Sonora, 
where much of  the merchan-
dise was bought used in the 
United States, cited similar de-
clines in weekend sales.

A weak peso diminishes the 
buying power of  Mexican na-
tionals who cross into the United 
States to shop at stores, eat at 
restaurants and stay at hotels, 
driving down earnings for busi-
nesses and reducing tax revenue 
for local and state governments. 
But it also affects less formal 
economic activity. With resellers 
forced to either cut their profits 

or pass on the relatively higher 
cost of  goods purchased in the 
United States to consumers in 
Mexico, the resale business 
unique to U.S.-Mexico border cit-
ies also does poorly as exchange 
rates rise, a number of  people 
involved in the trade said.

Enni Castro, owner of  the 
Nogales swap meet, said that 
more than half  the customers 
that come to her merchants’ 
stalls are looking to sell the 
used goods again in Mexico. 
With the exchange rate raising 
costs and eating away thin prof-
it margins for resellers, Enni 
said she has lost about half  of  
her stable merchants over the 
last year as fewer Mexican na-
tionals come to peruse.

Dial-a-Ride service to expand in GV

By Ethan McSweeney

Green Valley News

A regional transportation 
group approved expanding 
Sun Shuttle service south of  
Continental Road to include the 
Green Valley Hospital.

Sun Shuttle’s Dial-a-Ride 

will now serve an area that 
includes an additional 6,000 
Green Valley residents from 
Mission Twin Buttes to Calle 
Tres, as well as the hospital, 
following the decision Tues-
day from the Pima Associa-
tion of  Governments and the 
Regional Transportation 
Authority’s transit working 
group. The service, which will 
go through a one-year trial, 
should begin operations south 
of  Continental Road in the 
next two months, according to 
transportation officials. 

The decision was unanimous 
among the members of  the 
transit working group who met 
at PAG’s office in Tucson.

James McGinnis, transit 
services manager for PAG, said 
the expanded service comes in 
response to a “clear demand for 
service” in the southern part of  
Green Valley. 

McGinnis said there isn’t 
much left to do for the expansion 
as it gets set to go into effect. 
RTA will need to inform the 
contractor, Total Transit, update 
maps and make sure the final 

area and stops are set, he said.
No additional costs are 

expected, McGinnis said, be-
cause the vehicles are already 
operating in the area during 
a set service time. RTA pays 
for the service by the hour, not 
miles, so the current vehicles 
are expected to meet the new 
demand, he said.

“Since we’re not adding 
hours, we don’t anticipate any 
additional costs,” he said.

Should demand from the ex-
panded service area exceed Sun 
Shuttle’s capacity, an additional 

vehicle may be added to the 
two Dial-a-Ride vehicles oper-
ating in the Green Valley and 
Sahuarita area, McGinnis said. 
A new vehicle would cost about 
$60,000, but, if  service times are 
reduced by one hour, the net 
cost would be about $47,000, ac-
cording to PAG.

McGinnis said the one-year 
trial period will gauge the ef-
fectiveness of  the expanded 
service area.

“All of  our services go through 

Sun Shuttle will
reach additional
6,000 residents

Kitty Bottemiller Green Valley News

Now hear this...
Members of Green Valley Amateur Radio Club Tom 
Lang (back) and Jim Forsman transmit to other radio enthusi-
asts around the world Saturday from the club’s station at the 
Titan Missile Museum. They connected with “hams” in several 
states, Canada, Mexico, the Virgin Islands and Germany. Any 
licensed amateur radio operator can broadcast from the site 
during the museum’s regular hours.  

Supervisors
say no to new
fire district
By David Rookhuyzen

drookhuyzen@gvnews.com

The momentum to create 
a new fire district in the 
Elephant Head area came 
to a halt Tuesday in front 
of  the Pima County Board 
of  Supervisors.

The supervisors voted 
5-0 to deny a proposal that 
would have allowed sup-
porters to gather signa-
tures for the formation of  
the Southeast Pima Fire 
and Rescue District south 
of  Green Valley. 

Supporters of  the dis-
trict – which would have 
covered 50 square miles 
and 50 homes, 40 of  which 
already have subscrip-
tions with the Elephant 
Head Volunteer Fire De-
partment – said the move 
would bring in revenue for 
fire services, training and 
equipment. But opponents 
questioned whether it was 
necessary and if  it could 
survive financially.

In a memo to the board 
Tuesday, Jeff  Guthrie, di-

rector of  the county Office 
of  Emergency Manage-
ment and Homeland Secu-
rity, expressed two major 
concerns. First, EHVFD 
has already received a wa-
ter tender from the county, 
has its radios paid for by 
the county and is request-
ing consideration for an 
unpaid sewer bill, leading 
the OEM to fear the district 
would start out financially 
challenged.

Second, the plan seems 
to be for future annexation 
of  additional state land, 
which will increase the 
district’s service area but 
not bring in additional tax 
revenue, the memo said.

The Green Valley Fire 
District and the Arizona 
Fire District Association 
voiced their opposition to 
the proposal for similar 
reasons.

GVFD Chief  Chuck Wun-
der told the board Tuesday 
that every year a fire dis-
trict in the state becomes 

By Christopher Boan 

cboan@gvnews.com

D
ominic Johnson 
went from the 
hot lights of  

the Olympic Games to 
the cold freezer of  the 
dairy aisle.

Some days he won-
ders which was tougher.  

Johnson, 39, com-
peted in the pole vault 
in the 1996, 2000 and 
2008 games for his na-
tive St. Lucia, in the 
eastern Caribbean. His 
athletic career took him 
to 29 countries and the 
University of  Arizona, 
where one coach called 
him “the best all around 
athlete we’ve ever had.”

The three-time 
All-American and an-
thropology major said 
goodbye to competitive 
athletics in 2008, and 
wondered what was 
next. It wan’t long be-
fore he found out, enter-

ing another world that 
was just as competitive 
and took every bit as 
much commitment. 
Five years ago, he and 
Kristel, his college 
sweetheart and wife of  
14 years, launched Isa-
bella’s Ice Cream.

It soon became their 
passion, but Dominic 
said making the transi-
tion from elite athlete 
to businessman has 
been difficult.  

“I joke — but not 
really — that this is 
harder than qualify-
ing for the Olympics,” 
he said. “There are so 
many things that are 
out of  your control. 
When you’re an athlete 
you have lots of  good 
coaches and physical 
therapists, so you get 
a lot of  good advice. 
Then you start into 
something like this 

His new life
Sahuarita man goes from
Olympian to business world

Christopher Boan Green Valley News

Dominic Johnson shows off one of the company’s electric-powered Model T ice cream trucks. The company has four.

Andy M. Stevens 

Johnson puts his entire body into a jump during a 
warmup event in Tucson for the 2008 Olympics. The Bei-
jing Games were his final competition. 
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Transplant gave him ‘9 good years’
By Ellen Sussman

Special to the Green Valley News

John Criswell had been on di-
alysis for more than three years 
due to diabetes-related kidney 
failure when he was given the 
gift of  life. 

It came from a 19-year-old 
niece who donated a kidney to 
him in 2006. It gave him nine 
more years. Good years.

Criswell died July 7, at 76, 
of  unrelated causes. His fam-
ily doesn’t dwell on his death; 
they’re just thankful for the 
extra time. 

“John had nine good years,” 
his wife, Judy, says. “He played 
golf. We traveled to Hawaii once 
and to Wisconsin several times.”

“He was an Elks member for 
34 years, a Lion’s member for 
six years and belonged to the 
American Legion. He did good 
things for the organizations,” 
she says. 

His son John Criswell II lives 
in Missouri and said he knows 
his dad enjoyed every minute 
he was given.    

“He was able to see his 
grandkids and the birth of  a 
granddaughter who is now 7,” 
he says. “He got to go to the 
family cabin in Wisconsin for 
parts of  summer and relax. 

And he got to watch a lot more 
Green Bay Packers and Notre 
Dame games.” 

John Criswell Sr. was the 
only dad Michael Bailey ever 
knew, and said he always felt 
like a son, never a stepson. 

“Had he not had the trans-
plant he wouldn’t have lasted 
a year,” says Bailey, who lives 
in California. “He was very 
jaundiced. And then he got the 
transplant and he was in totally 
good health. It brought him 

back from the brink.”
He recalls a “great dad” who 

shared a love for hunting, fish-
ing and golf. 

“He is my dad; there is no 
other dad.”

The Donor Network of  Ari-
zona asked Judy if  she would 
consider donating John’s body 
for transplant  or research and 
she readily agreed. 

His kidney donor was niece 
Karen Sams Crase of  Ohio, who 

was not blood related. When 
she got her driver’s license at 
16, she filled out a form agree-
ing to be a donor. She couldn’t 
be reached for comment. 

As Judy Criswell adjusts to 
John’s passing she said she, too, 
will be a donor. 

“Yes, I’m going to be a do-
nor,” she says. “It’s good to 
give back.”

Contact Green Valley freelance 

reporter Ellen Sussman at el-

len2414@cox.net.

Green Valley News

Judy Criswell holds a copy of the Green Valley News dated June 11, 2006, 
with a photo of John Criswell and his niece, Karen Sams Crase, who was his kid-
ney donor.

Organ 
donation
As of June 4, 2015, there 

were 2,380 people in 

Arizona and 123,164 in the 

United States waiting for 

an organ transplant. The 

number of registered or-

gan donors in Arizona was 

2,579,233. 

A healthy person can be-

come a living donor by do-

nating a kidney, part of the 

liver, lung, intestine, blood 

or bone marrow.

For more information or 

to be an organ donor, go to 

dnaz.org or call 1-602-222-

2200 or 1-800-94DONOR.
John Criswell

By Dan Shearer

dshearer@gvnews.com

The Sahuarita Town 
Council will consider ap-
proving the Sahuarita 
Farms development agree-
ment this month, but it 
won’t come with the town 
manager’s blessing. At 
least not yet. 

Town Manager Kelly 
Udall said he is enthusias-
tic about the project that 
will develop 5,645 acres of  
pecan orchards over the 
next 50 years but wants to 
see a handful of  unresolved 
issues taken care of  before 
the council gives a thumbs-
up to FICO’s Specific Plan 
Application on Aug. 24. 

“It’s 98 percent there,” 
Udall said last week. 

The development agree-
ment lays out rights, re-
sponsibilities and literally 

hundreds of  details of  the 
project that is expected to 
roll out in six phases over 
several decades, much of  
it along the Santa Cruz 
River. It also, according 
to an Aug. 3 memo from 
Udall to the council, is 
intended “to provide the 
Town with a comfort level 
that the development will 
‘pay for itself,’ and that the 
developer(s) and not the 
Town or its current resi-
dents, will be responsible 
for the infrastructure ne-
cessitated by the project.”

The project includes an 
additional 1,100 acres in 
Green Valley under the 
name Continental Farms 
that comes under Pima 
County jurisdiction.

The county last year 
approved a rezoning ordi-
nance, removing a major 
hurdle for the Green Valley 

portion of  the project east 
of  Interstate 19 and south-
west of  Whitehouse Can-
yon Road spanning both 
sides of  Continental Road.

FICO spokesman David 
Steele said Tuesday that 
both sides are working to 
get the issues ironed out 
on the Sahuariat portion 
before the council vote. 

Udall’s memo said town 
staff  and FICO are “very 
close to agreeing in total-
ity” on the development 
agreement but recom-
mended it all be settled 
before the council adopts 
the plan. 

Among the areas 
agreed on: 

•FICO will pay for river 
improvements other than 
recreational amenities 
outside of  trails and open 
space. The town could 
eventually become in-

volved financially, however.
•FICO would be respon-

sible for the maintenance 
of  the River Park im-
provements.

•The town will not 
charge FICO develop-
ment fees, sometimes 
called “impact fees,” for 
15 years. The town doesn’t 
currently charge such 
fees but has similar no-fee 
agreements with Rancho 
Sahuarita and Quail 
Creek that stretch far into 
the future. 

•FICO will pay for infra-
structure on its property 
and a share of  infrastruc-
ture for nearby property. 

•FICO will build 14 ath-
letic fields and give them 
to the town. 

•FICO may continue to 
farm undeveloped prop-
erty. 

•FICO would donate 

land for public use such 
as police substations, a 
public works yard or a 
public transit station. 

NO AGREEMENT
Udall noted four areas 

where there still is no 
agreement: 

•The proposal would re-
quire the town to return 
land to FICO that was 
dedicated for a waste-
water treatment facility 
if  the town rezones any 
of  FICO’s property be-
cause that land was not 
removed from the flood 
plain. The town wants 
this provision deleted.

•The proposal requires 
the town to get FICO’s 
permission “to do cer-
tain things with land 
that FICO dedicated to 
the Town, such as sell it, 
trade it, or use it for uses 

that are not primarily 
public uses.” Udall wrote 
that the deed restriction 
“could be read to prevent 
a recreation center oper-
ated by the YMCA or an-
other private entity.” 

•The proposal allows 
FICO to transfer respon-
sibility of  maintenance 
of  River Park improve-
ments (the main river 
channel and upper ter-
races) to another govern-
ment entity without the 
town’s consent. Udall 
said the town could lose 
control over land if  this 
moves forward. 

•The town and FICO 
are still working on 
“mutually agreeable 
language” regarding im-
provements to interstate 
traffic interchanges, such 
as Interstate 19 and Sa-
huarita Road.

Town manager: FICO plan OK, but tie up loose ends
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